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Powercor upgrades Geelong street lights 

 
One of the largest street light upgrade programs in Victoria has begun in Greater Geelong.  

Geelong city and energy distribution company Powercor are replacing the first of about 15,000 
residential street lights with LED luminaires. 

The LED luminaires, including new smart PE cells, are about 85 per cent more energy efficient 
than the existing mercury vapour lights. 

They will provide higher quality and better directed lighting, with a greater spread across and along 
the street. 

The inclusion of smart control technology will enable remote adjustment of the lighting output and 
deliver improvements to road safety, public amenity and asset management.  

The rollout is the first stage of an overall project that will convert all of Greater Geelong’s 25,000 -
plus street lights to LED. 

Greater Geelong Mayor Stephanie Asher said significantly reducing carbon emissions was a key 
feature of the City’s Sustainability Framework Action Plan 2020-2022. 

“The municipality-wide upgrade will have significant impacts for our community, our environment 
and the economy,” Mayor Asher said. 

“The huge reduction in energy consumption will see us save more than 8000 tonnes of carbon 
emissions each year. 

“This will allow us to redirect about $2 million annually, from the lower energy and maintenance 
costs, into other public services. 

“It will also provide better-targeted and higher quality lighting, making our streets and public 
spaces safer.” 

Assembled in Australia by Sylvania Schréder, the lights are owned and mainta ined by energy 
distribution business Powercor. 

Powercor connects and manages 189,000 streetlights for the Victorian Department of Transport 
and Victorian councils, including Greater Geelong. 

Powercor program manager Barry Thebes said Powercor was pleased to be supporting the City to 
deliver energy efficient lighting that would benefit the environment and the community.  

“By working closely with the Geelong Council and the community, we are driving down carbon 
emissions and providing a cleaner environment for the region,” he said. 

“Once our crews have replaced these lights, the emission reductions that will be delivered are 
about the same as taking more than 1700 cars off the road annually.”  

The rollout of the first stage started this week and will run for about a year. 

Lighting works on main roads will begin once the residential lighting installation is completed.  

About 98 per cent of the material of the old lights – glass, mercury and aluminium – will be 
recycled. 

https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.ggc-yoursay.files/2415/9582/5806/Sustainability_Framework_-_Action_Plan.pdf
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The street light conversion program will play a key role in the City’s Zero Carbon Emissions 
Strategy. 

Significantly reducing carbon emissions is a key feature of the City’s  Sustainability Action Plan 
2020-2022, which was adopted by Council last July. 
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Background – Powercor   
 
Powercor moves electricity to and from more than 843,000 homes and businesses across the western 
suburbs of Melbourne and through central and western Victoria to the South Australian and New 
South Wales borders.  
 
Our network is made up of almost 90,000 kilometres of wires and more than 588,000 poles and 
associated infrastructure, and supports 11,200 medium, commercial and industrial businesses and 
106,500 small businesses. 
 
Powercor is playing a critical role in supporting Victoria’s clean energy transition. More than 1765MW 
of solar, wind and other renewable generation is connected to our network, which is home to four of 
Victoria’s Renewable Energy Zones, while 21 per cent of Powercor’s residential customers are 
benefitting from rooftop solar.  
 
We are at the forefront of finding innovative ways to support Victoria’s energy transition through 
projects and trials investigating community batteries, smart charging for electric vehicles, and 
microgrids and other community energy projects.   
 
Our teams operate from 13 depots, our Bendigo-based customer contact centre and our CBD 
headquarters, to deliver reliable, safe and affordable electricity by operating, managing and 
maintaining all network assets and metering services. This means managing a network that is reliable 
and safe, particularly in relation to bushfire risks.    
 

 

https://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/zerocarbon/news/item/8d6adde5bdc91d4.aspx
https://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/zerocarbon/news/item/8d6adde5bdc91d4.aspx
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.ggc-yoursay.files/2415/9582/5806/Sustainability_Framework_-_Action_Plan.pdf
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https://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/councilplan/article/item/8ce261df318f5e8.aspx

