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Major upgrades for Portland’s electricity network

A major upgrade to powerlines in Portland aimed at maintaining safety and reliability for the
community will be conducted by electricity distributor Powercor over the next two months.

Crews will be replacing 7.65 km of powerlines in and around Portland, with initial works on 25 May
and continuing into July.

The project includes replacing:
e 1.2km of powerline along Browning St and Otway St

e 2.7km of powerline along Dutton Way
e 2.1km of powerline along Hurd Street
o 1.4km of powerline along Glenelg Street

Powercor Major Projects Manager Mitch Droney said while most work will take place under live-line
conditions, some planned power outages will be required to complete the works safely.

“We understand there is never a good time for power outages, but we’re minimising the impacts on
our customers by planning outages for businesses after-hours, and for residential customers during
the day,” Mr Droney said.

“We’re also using generators where possible to keep as many customers on supply as we can while
works take place.”

All customers impacted by these works will be notified directly, well in advance of works starting in
their area. Customers may also see and hear the generators operating in their area over the course of
the works.

There will also be small temporary changes to traffic and pedestrian access as work takes place.

Mr Droney said customers in Portland’s CBD and surrounds would experience improved reliability and
increased safety as a result of the project.

“The new powerlines are bigger, stronger and able to carry more electrical load, so are better able to
distribute power reliably to customers.”

“In addition to replacing the powerlines, we’re also taking the opportunity to replace other equipment,
such as insulators and cross arms to avoid further interruptions for customers in the future,” Mr
Droney said.

“We thank the Portland community in advance for their support and patience as we undertake this
major upgrade.”

For more information visit powercor.com.au/major-projects or call 13 22 06.
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Background — Powercor

Powercor moves electricity to and from more than 843,000 homes and businesses across the western
suburbs of Melbourne and through central and western Victoria to the South Australian and New
South Wales borders.

Our network is made up of almost 90,000 kilometres of wires and more than 588,000 poles and
associated infrastructure, and supports 11,200 medium, commercial and industrial businesses and
106,500 small businesses.

Powercor is playing a critical role in supporting Victoria’s clean energy transition. More than 1765MW
of solar, wind and other renewable generation is connected to our network, which is home to four of
Victoria’s Renewable Energy Zones, while 21 per cent of Powercor’s residential customers are
benefitting from rooftop solar.

We are at the forefront of finding innovative ways to support Victoria’s energy transition through
projects and trials investigating community batteries, smart charging for electric vehicles, and
microgrids and other community energy projects.

Our teams operate from 13 depots, our Bendigo-based customer contact centre and our CBD
headquarters, to deliver reliable, safe and affordable electricity by operating, managing and
maintaining all network assets and metering services. This means managing a network that is reliable
and safe, particularly in relation to bushfire risks.

For more information call Powercor’s media line on (03) 9683 4342



